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I. Planning and Site Plan Review Fees

* New Fees Effective July 1, 2017
 A Technology Surcharge of 4% will be added to Current Planning and Site Plan Review Fees only. 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment*          $588

Refer to Private Use of Public Spaces (PUPS) documentation for Minor Encroachment fees.

Post-approval name change petition $106

Zoning verification letter (Fee applies to each parcel) $42

Sunset extension letter $106

Zoning Permit Fee - Commercial $245

Zoning Permit Fee - 1&2 Family Dwellings Existing Structures  $175

Evidentiary Hearing $203

Planning*

Quasi - Judicial Evidentiary Vested Rights Hearings 

$588
$588

$1,175
$2,939
$1,469

$176
$294

$200
$200

Comprehensive plan amendment         
General use rezoning case *         
Conditional use rezoning case *         
Master Plan *            
Post-approval revisions allowed by the Master Plan per submittal *      
Waiver petition of 24 month waiting period *        
Text change Code amendment *         

Board of Adjustment            
City Council            
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Per Levels 1, 2 and 3, the 3rd and subsequent review cycles fee will be 50% of the fee.

Level 1 
• Up to 5 lots and < 2 acres 
• Excludes:
 o Townhouse development
 o Requiring CC evidentiary hearings

Level 2
• Conventional Subdivision < 20 lots 
• Townhouse Development < 2 acres 

Level 3
• All other Subdivisions not applicable for Level  1 or Level 2 

Recorded Maps/Plat Recordation (per review cycle)

Boundary Survey Plat $133

Exempt Subdivision Plat $257

Final Subdivision Plat $350

Recombination Plat or other recorded instrument $182

Right-of-Way easement plat $164

Preliminary Subdivision Plan Review *

Preliminary Subdivision Plan Review

Preliminary - Subdivision plans Level 1 $863

Preliminary - Subdivision plans Level 2 $995

Preliminary - Subdivision plans Level 3 $1,562

Re-Review at 3rd review - Subdivision plans Level 1 $428

Re-Review at 3rd review - Subdivision plans Level 2 $498

Re-Review at 3rd review - Subdivision plans Level 3 $781
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Level 1 
• Public & Institutional uses (UDO 6.3), < 5,000 sq. ft.  and < 2 acres
• Duplex Unit development

Level 2
• Residential uses (UDO 6.2), < 2 acres, except as noted in Level 3. 
• Public & Institutional uses (UDO 6.3), 5,000 sq. ft.  – 20,000 sq. ft.
• Commercial & Industrial uses (UDO 6.4, 6.5), < 10,000 sq. ft. (excludes restaurant, bar, retail sales, vehicle 
sales/rental).
• Open Uses (UDO 6.6) < 10 acres

Level 3 
• Residential uses (UDO 6.2), 2 acres or greater 
• Multi-Unit Residential, 5 or more units
• Mixed-Use development
• Public & Institutional uses (UDO 6.3), 20,000 sq. ft. or greater 
• Commercial & Industrial uses (UDO 6.4, 6.5), 10,000 sq. ft. or greater
• Open Uses (UDO 6.6) 10 acres or greater
• Other uses not applicable to Level 1 or Level 2

Administrative Site Plan Review

Admin Site Review - Site plan Level 1   $919

Admin Site Review - Site plan Level 2   $1,058

Admin Site Review - Site plan Level 3   $1,625

Admin Site Re-Review at 3rd review - Site plan Level 1   $460

Admin Site Re-Review at 3rd review - Site plan Level 2   $529

Admin Site Re-Review at 3rd review - Site plan Level 3   $812

Concurrent Infrastructure Plan Review  

Concurrent Review - Level 1 $771

Concurrent Review - Level 2 $874

Concurrent Review - Level 3 $984

Concurrent Re-Review - Level 1 $771

Concurrent Re-Review - Level 2 $874

Concurrent Re-Review - Level 3 $984

1 The applicable level of concurrent review will correspond to the applicable level of the associated preliminary subdivision or 
administrative site review.
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Within historic overlay districts & individual historic landmarks.

Minor Work - Administrative          
Major Work - Public Meeting (except large additions & new buildings)      
Major Work - New Building Construction/Additions> 25% of the building square footage  
Demolition of Contributing Historic Resource         
Post-approval COA Issuance Re-review of Conditions of Approval     
Historic Landmark Designation          

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) *

Street Right-of-Way Closure        
Street Name Change        

Transportation Planning Street

$29
$147
$294
$588

$88
$294

$294
$294
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II. Service Fees

*New fees effective July 1, 2017.
A Technology Surcharge of 4% will be added to all Service fees.

Building Construction Valuation   

Commercial Building Permit fee (D) formula

Residential Building Permit fee (E) formula

= A1 (See Appendix A for International Building Code Valua-
tion (BVD) Table)

Tier 1, and subject to a $106 minimum permit fee.
= Valuation Tier (A) / 1000 x Rate (B)
Tiers 2 – 9 
= Maximum Cumulative Permit Cost (C) of the next lower 
Valuation Tier (A) + ((the incremental amount over that same 
tier’s max / 1000) x Rate (B) of that next higher tier)

= Construction Valuation x 0.0026

Commercial Building Permit Fee (D) for Construction Valuations in Tier 1 (A) are calculated at $0.78 per $1,000 
of valuation. For Valuations in Tiers 2 – 9, calculations are made by taking the Maximum Cumulative Permit 
Cost (C) for the next lower Valuation Tier (of the valuation you are calculating), and adding that figure to 
the sum of the incremental amount that exceeds that lower Valuation Tier, which is divided by 1000, and 
multiplied by the Rate (B) of the next higher Valuation Tier.

Building Plan Review Fees *
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Commercial Building Permit Tiered Pricing Structure Table

Commercial Building Permit Tiered Pricing Structure Building Permit Fee (D)

Commercial Plan Review Fee
Rate (B)

Per $1,000

Maximum Cumulative (C)

Permit Cost

Tier 1 $0 $150,000 $0.78 $117
Tier 2 $150,001 $250,000 $0.74 $191
Tier 3 $250,001 $500,000 $0.72 $371
Tier 4 $500,001 $750,000 $0.70 $546
Tier 5 $750,001 $1,000,000 $0.68 $716
Tier 6 $1,000,001 $5,000,000 $0.62 $3,196
Tier 7 $5,000,001 $15,000,000 $0.54 $8,596
Tier 8 $15,000,001 $25,000,000 $0.47 $13,296
Tier 9 $25,000,001 AND Up $0.39 No Ceiling

Plan Review Fees Table

Commercial Plan Review Fee 55% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (D) = D x 0.55

Residential Plan Review Fee 72% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (E) = E x 0.72

Valuation shall be determined by staff using the latest version of the ICC Building Valuation Table and reduced by a means location factor for 
Raleigh N.C. (See Appendix A)
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III. Construction Permit Fees

*New fees effective July 1, 2017.

A Technology Surcharge of 4% will be added to Construction Permit fees, excluding the subcategories of 
Fire Protection Systems, Fire Inspections for Existing Buildings, Operational Fire Fees and Permits, and Tree 
Conservation Permit.

A fee is charged to recover a portion of the City’s administrative costs for enforcement of state and
local laws and ordinances related to building, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, landscaping/sedimentation, 
and floodplain control. The fee covers the construction of new buildings, alterations, additions; demolitions 
and the relocation of structures; installation and repair of driveway  and sidewalks; installation of signs and 
land disturbing activities, among other work.

All fees derived in this schedule will be rounded to the nearest dollar.

Permit fees for building, electrical, plumbing and mechanical permits shall be based on the following 
computations, rounded to the nearest dollar.

Building Permit Fee (D)   Calculated Building Permit Fee (see II. Service Fees: Building Plan Review Fees)

Electrical Permit Fee  101% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (D) = (D x 1.01)

Plumbing Permit Fee  55% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (D) = (D x 0.55)
 
Mechanical Permit Fee  78% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (D) = (D x 0.78)

Permit Fees for New and All Other Construction *

Permit Fees for New Commercial Construction

Shell and/or Foundation

All permit fees shall be based on the computation of fees as in “Permit Fees for New and All Other 
Construction” information (see III. Construction Permit Fees: Permit Fees for New and All Other 
Construction). The interior completion permit fees shall be a minimum of $106 per trade.
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Level 1, Level 2, Level 3 are as defined in the North Carolina Existing Building Code, Section 503.1, 504.1 and   505.1 (See Appendix B)

Building Permit Fees for Commercial Alterations & Repairs

Level 1 25% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x Rate (B) 

Level 2 50% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x Rate (B)

Level 3 75% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x Rate (B)

Alterations, Repairs to Existing Structures or Both *

Building Permit Fees for Commercial Alterations & Repairs 

All permit fees shall be based on the computation of fees as in “Permit Fees for New and All Other 
Construction” information (see III. Construction Permit Fees: Permit Fees for New and All Other Construction). 
Permit fees shall be a minimum of $106 per trade.

Building Permit Fees for Commercial Alterations & Repairs  

Level 1 25% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x Rate (B) 

Level 2 50% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x Rate (B)

Level 3 75% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x Rate (B)

All permit fees shall be based on the computation of fees as in “Permit Fees for New and All Other 
Construction” information (see III. Construction Permit Fees: Permit Fees for New and All Other Construction). 
Permit fees shall be a minimum of $106 per trade. 

Change of Occupancy within an Existing Building *

Building Permit Fees for Commercial Change of Occupancy
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Expired Permit Fees

Expiration of a single permit
Clients that purchased a single permit at the minimal permit fee with expired permits must purchase a new permit at the 
current minimal permit fee.

Expiration of multiple permits on a single project
Clients with expired permits for projects requiring multiple permits will be credited for any expired permit fees previously 
paid toward the purchase of new permits at the current rate. A one-time administrative fee will also apply.
 
In addition, projects with expired permits that require a plan review due to changes in the design or all new codes and 
ordinances will be charged all applicable plan review fees.

Express Services *

The Express Services fees are charged at a 1 hour minimum. After the 1 hour minimum, time is charged in 15 minute 
increments (rounded up to the nearest 15 minutes).

1 hour minimum

Express - Sketch Plans  $450

Express - Preliminary Development Plan $900

Express - Recorded Map  $900

Express - Grading   $600

Express - Final Site     $600

Express - Additions     $1,500

Express - Alteration & Repairs     $900

Express - Building Comments Only     $900

Express - Change of Use     $900

Express - Fit up/Interior Completion    $900

Express – Pre-submittal Conference     $600

Express - Standard Commercial     $1,500

Pony Express     $300

Express - Concurrent     $900

Express - Concurrent Mylar     $900

Express - Concurrent Mylar Revision     $900

  Fees are in addition to the base plan review fees reflected in Levels 1, 2 and 3.
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Accessory Building

The commercial and residential categories Include Accessory Structure, Fence, Dish Antenna, Parking Lot, 
Landscaping, Swimming Pool or Other.

A building and zoning permit is required for an accessory building that is more than 144 sq. ft. and a roof 
span greater than 12 ft.  All permit fees shall be based on the computation of fees as in “Permit Fees for New 
and All Other Construction” information (see III. Construction Permit Fees: Permit Fees for New and All Other 
Construction). There shall be a minimum fee of $106.

Building Permit Fee (E)   0.26% of Calculated Construction Valuation  = (Construction Valuation x 0.0026)

Electrical Permit Fee  67% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (E) = (E x 0.67)

Plumbing Permit Fee  22% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (E) = (E x 0.22)

Mechanical Permit Fee  31% of Calculated Building Permit Fee (E) = (E x 0.31)

In the event that a natural disaster is declared for the jurisdiction of this code and/ or otherwise determined by 
the City Manager, the building, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, fire sprinklers and/ or zoning permit fees shall 
be waived for the repair to the affected structures. Following a field inspection by city staff to determine the 
extent of the damage, any and all plans review, if necessary, shall be fast tracked.

Permit Fees for New Residential Construction

Level 1 25% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x 0.26%

Level 2 50% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x 0.26%

Level 3 75% of Calculated Building Construction Valuation (A) x 0.26%

All permit fees shall be based on the computation of fees as in “Permit Fees for New and All Other Construction” 
information (see III. Construction Permit Fees: Permit Fees for New and All Other Construction). Permit fees shall 
be a minimum of $106 per trade.

Building Permit Fees for Residential Alterations & Repairs 

All permit fees shall be based on the computation of fees, as in “Permit Fees for New and All Other Construction” 
information (see III. Construction Permit Fees: Permit Fees for New and All Other Construction). Permit fees shall 
be a minimum of $106 per trade.

Additions to Existing Structures
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Extra Inspections *

Per inspection (trade)           $106

Specific Fees Enumerated *

Specific Fees Enumerated

Re-review Fees (per trade per hour): Commercial and Residential $106

Minimum Permit Fee / Administrative Fee $106

Voiding Permit Fee $106

Extra Inspection –Per Inspection (trade)                $106

Demolition of a Building or Structure $106

Conditional Service Fee - Commercial (per trade per unit) $124

Conditional Service Fee - Multi-Family (per trade for up to 5 units) $124

Conditional Service Fee - Residential (per trade per unit) $106

Home Occupation Permit $140

Manufactured Homes (All inclusive - Includes All necessary Trade Permits) $299

Moving or Relocation of Building (All inclusive - Includes All necessary Trade Permits) $301

Occupancy posting or reporting $106

Signs (per sign) - Electrical, Permanent, or Special Event - (Commercial), All inclusive $245

Site plan approval $458

State mandated license renewals (inspections per trade) $106

Temporary board (Electrical) $106

Temporary certificate of occupancy (per open permit) $255

Temporary trailer (per trade) $110

Flood permit w/o studies $197

Flood study $1,191

Land Disturbing Permit Fees (per disturbed acre, rounded to nearest 1/10 acre) $286

Land Disturbing Plan Review Fees (per disturbed acre, rounded to nearest 1/10 acre) $142

Stormwater Control Permit (per disturbed acre, rounded to nearest 1/10 acre) $197

Minimum Stormwater Control Permit $194

Watercourse Buffer Permit $176

Watershed Permit $176
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Stand Alone Trade Permits

Photovoltaic (Solar) Commercial (Electrical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $403

Generators: Commercial (Electrical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $238

Generators: Residential (Per trade) $106

Swimming Pool: Commercial (Building only - all other trades $106) $215

Swimming Pool: Residential (Per trade) $106

Parking Lot Lighting (Electrical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $191

UPS System (Electrical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $201

Co-locate on a Building (Building only - all other trades at minimum fee) $178

Cell Tower/Co-locate  (site)  $106

Fixture Replacement/Retro-fit: Commercial 1-25 Fixtures (Per trade) $106

Fixture Replacement/Retro-fit: Commercial 26-50 Fixtures (Per trade) $142

Fixture Replacement/Retro-fit: Commercial 50-100 Fixtures (Per trade) $178

Fixture Replacement/Retro-fit: Commercial Over 100 Fixtures (Per trade) $198

Service Repair/Replace: Commercial (Per trade) $119

Service Repair/Replace: Residential (Per trade) $106

Plumbing Utility Inspection $113

Heat Pumps/Air Conditioning: Commercial (Per 1-3 co-located units per trade) (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Heat Pumps/Air Conditioning: Residential (Per trade) $106

Gas Outlets: Commercial (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Boiler or Compressor: Commercial (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Forced-Air Warm Air Furnaces: Commercial (per 1-3 co-located units per trade) (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Exhaust Hood and Duct System: Commercial (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Exhaust Systems: Commercial (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Exhaust Systems: Residential (Per trade) $106

Refrigeration Units: Commercial (walk-in only) (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Ductwork: Commercial (Repair/Replace only) (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Incinerators: Commercial (Repair/Replace only) (Mechanical only - all other trades at minimum fee) $148

Field Revisions (Per trade per Hour) $106

Research and Records

General record recovery (including print), per page $0.05

Special research, per hour $26

Certificate of compliance recovery or occupancy (beyond 30 days of issue date), per certificate $52

Monthly construction report per month $10

Monthly construction report per month with mailing $15

Duplicate building card $10
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Sprinkler Systems (per sq. ft. gross floor area for each system) 
Fire Alarm and Detection Systems and Related Equipment (per sq. ft. gross floor area)
Automatic fire extinguishing systems (per sq. ft. for each system)
(based on gross floor area) 
Alternative fire extinguishing systems 
Standpipe Systems without Sprinklers 
Additional Standpipe Installations (each) 
Fire Pumps and related equipment
Battery systems with a liquid capacity in excess of 50 gallons
Compressed gases (where applicable)
Flammable/Combustible Liquids
Hazardous Material
Industrial Ovens
Private Fire Hydrants
All Pressure Reducing Valves (per valve)
Membrane structures, tents, and air supported structures (>180 days) 
Spraying or Dipping
Utilize a site for the dispensing of liquid fuels from tank vehicles
Hydrant test (per test) 
Flammable and Combustible Liquids , fuel dispensing locations where
produced, processed, transported, stored, dispensed, or used. 
Explosives - Manufacture, storage, handling, sale and use 
Place temporarily out of service aboveground or underground storage tanks
Change contents in tank to a greater hazard
Manufacture, process, blend or refine flammable or combustible liquids
Re-inspection fee - extra inspections
Battery systems with a liquid capacity in excess of 50 gallons
Compressed gases (where applicable)
Install, construct/alter facilities where flammable & combustible
liquids are produced, processed, transported, stored, dispensed or used. 
Install, alter, remove, abandon or otherwise dispose of flammable &
combustible liquids tank (per tank) 
Membrane structures, tents, and air supported structures (>180 days) 

Fire Protection Systems *

$0.016

$0.016
$0.02
$168
$357
$120
$632
$168
$168
$168
$168
$168
$168

$11
$168
$168
$168
$112

$168
$168
$168
$168
$168

$72
$168
$168

$168

$168
$168

Fire Inspections for Existing Buildings *

Up to 999 sq. ft.
1,000 - 2,499 sq. ft. 
2,500 - 9,999 sq. ft. 
10,000 - 49,999 sq. ft. 
50,000 - 149,999 sq. ft. 
150,000 - 399,999 sq. ft. 
400,000 - and Greater
Re-inspection Fee

 $28
$56

$112
$201

  $336
$560
$784

$72
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Aerosol Products (Level 2 or 3 in excess of 500 lbs.) 
Amusement Buildings
Carnivals & Fairs 
Combustible Dust-Producing Operations       

Compressed Gases (Meeting any of the criteria in below)
Corrosive in excess of 200 cu. ft. at NTP
Flammable in excess of 200 cu ft. at NTP
Highly toxic in any amount
Inert and simple asphyxiant in excess of 6,000 cu. ft. at NTP 
Oxidizing (including oxygen) in excess of 504 cu. ft. at NTP
Pyrophoric in any amount
Toxic in any amount

Covered Mall Building (Meeting any of the criteria below)
The placement of retail fixtures and goods, concession, equipment, displays of
highly combustible goods and similar items in the mall.
Display of liquid or gas fired equipment in the mall.
The use of open flame or flame producing equipment in the mall. 

Cryogenic Fluids (Meeting any of the criteria below)
Flammable cryogenic fluids > 1 gallon inside a building and 60 gallons outside a building. 
Inert cryogenic fluids in excess of 60 gallons inside a building and in excess of
500 gallons outside a building.
Oxidizing (including oxygen) in excess of 10 gallons inside; 50 gallons outside.
Physical or health hazard not indicated above in any amount inside or outside a building.
Dry cleaning plants
Exhibits and trade shows
Explosives - Up to 90 day permit (blasting) 
Explosives - Manufacture, storage, handling, sale and use
Place temporarily out of service aboveground or underground storage tanks
Change contents in tank to a greater hazard
Manufacture, process, blend or refine flammable or combustible liquids
Dispensing at Commercial, Industrial, Government or Manufacturing locations 

Utilize a site for the dispensing of liquid fuels from tank vehicles
Floor finishing exceeding 350 sq. ft. using class I or II liquids
Fumigation and thermal insecticidal fogging business

Operational Fire Fees and Permits *

$83
$168
$168
$168

$83
$83
$83
$83
$83
$83
$83

 $168
 $168
 $168

$83

$83
$83
$83
$83
$168
$336
$168
$168
$168
$168
$168

$83
$83
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Private fire hydrants and other
For 0-5 private hydrants         
For 6-10 private hydrants         
For 11 or more private hydrants         
Pyrotechnic special effects materials        
Refrigeration equipment (regulated by chapter 6 of the fire prevention code)    
Repair garages and motor fuel dispensing facilities      
Rooftop heliports          
Spraying or Dipping          
Storage of scrap tires and tire by products       
Tire-rebuilding plants          
Temporary membrane structures, tents & air supported structures (fee per structure)    
Large tents & membrane structures (in excess of 15,000 sq. ft.) (fee per structure)  
Waste handling (wrecking yards, junkyards and waste material handling facilities)  

$168
$83
$83

$168
$83
$83

$168
$83

$83
$112
$168
$168

$83
$83
$83

$168
$83
$83
$83

$280
$83

$280
$72
$83

 $0.06
$168

Hazardous Materials (see table for permit fees) 
High piled combustible storage exceeding 500 sq. ft.
Industrial oven operations
Liquid or gas fueled vehicles or equipment in assembly buildings 
Magnesium (melt, cast, heat treat or grind more than 10 lbs.) 
Miscellaneous combustible storage in excess of 2,500 cubic feet 
Open burning - Bonfire or commercial land development
Place of assembly

Other fees
Work without a required permit
Re-inspection fee - extra inspections
Special inspection request
Fire Incident and inspection reports (per page) 
Membrane structures, tents, and air supported structures (>180 days) 
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One permit per parcel for tree removal, pruning, and other tree disturbing activities   
Tree conservation area up to and including 0.2 acres       
Tree conservation area above 0.2 acres calculated on a  per acre basis of Tree Conservation Area  
(not to exceed 10% of the gross area  of the tract or 15% for R-1 and R-2 Zoning Districts) per tree 
conservation area            
Tree Conservation Area maximum fee         
Tree Buffer Protection minimum fee         
Tree Buffer fee is calculated on a per acre basis of distributed area (per tree conservation area)   
Tree Buffer Area maximum fee          

Tree Conservation Permit *

Infrastructure Field Inspections (per linear foot) * 

Partial Public Street/Streetscape   $1.53

Full Public Street/Streetscape   $2.47

Partial Public Street/Streetscape inspection will only account for an inspection along one side of the street.
Full Public Street/Streetscape inspection will account for inspections along both sides of the street.

Public Water main           
Public Sewer main           
Street Signs (per ln ft of street)                                                                      
Special Field Consultation*           

Major Encroachment Application*   $273

Right-of-Way Permits

Driveway (per driveway)           
Sidewalk, curb and gutter (per linear foot - $106 minimum)       
Minimum sidewalk fee           
Extra Inspection – Per Inspection         
R/W Utility Cut            
Tree Impact Permit     

Any work conducted in the right of way that requires a permit

*In an effort to facilitate effective and efficient resolution of issues encountered in the field during construction of approved development 
projects, an optional Special Field Consultation Service is being made available.  With engagement of the Development Engineering 
Inspections Manager and requisite right-of-way and/or public utility infrastructure review and inspections staff, this 48-hours prior 
scheduled service will ensure necessary staff are available on-site to collaboratively work through resolutions to issues and define the 
necessary process(es) for memorializing any associated field or design changes.

$119
$239

$1,012
$5,954

$239
$51

$2,977

$1.47
$1.47
$0.62
$325 

$106
$0.31
$106
$106
$106
$100
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Flammable and Combustible Liquids

Repair/modify a pipeline for the transportation of flammable & combustible liquids   
Install, construct/alter facilities where flammable & combustible liquids are produced, processed, 
transported, stored, dispensed or used.         $168
Install, alter, remove, abandon or otherwise dispose of flammable & combustible liquids
tank (per tank)            $168
Hazardous materials           $168
Industrial ovens           $168
Private fire hydrants           $168
Spraying and dipping           $168
Standpipe systems without sprinklers
Additional standpipes (each)          $120
All pressure reducing valves (per valve)            
$11
Membrane structures, tents, and air supported structures (>180 days)     $168

Right-of-Way Obstructions

For reference, the following definitions apply:

Full Street:  

Street Lane: 

Sidewalk – Full Closure: 

Sidewalk – Auxiliary (AUX): 

Sidewalk – Partial Closure: 

The obstruction of a public street (curb to curb or EOP to EOP) such that no access is provided 
to the existing street for general vehicular traffic.
The obstruction along on-street parking or street travel lane such that limited access is 
provided to the existing street for general vehicular traffic.
The obstruction of a sidewalk such that no access is provided to the existing sidewalk for 
general pedestrian traffic.
The obstruction of a sidewalk such that no access is provided to the existing sidewalk for 
general pedestrian traffic, but supplementary or alternative means such as cargo containers, 
scaffolding and temporarily constructed boardwalks/paths are provided to facilitate 
continued pedestrian movement through or adjacent to the obstructed sidewalk.
The obstruction of a sidewalk such that limited, ADA- and PROWAG-compliant access is 
provided to the existing sidewalk utilizing means such as barricades and traffic cones.

In situations where multiple obstructions are requested, and approved, the following fee methodology shall 
be implemented:

• The review fee amount shall be the highest applicable individual review fee 
amount per request.

• The inspection fee amount shall be the highest applicable individual inspection 
fee amount per obstructed right-of-way frontage.  For instances of multiple ob-
structed right-of-way frontages, the highest inspection fee amount per frontage 
shall be applicable.

Review Type Review Fee Daily Inspection Fee

Full Streets
Closure

Full Streets - Major - Striped Review $814 $814

Full Streets - Major - Non-Striped Review $543 $81

Full Streets - Minor - Striped Review $543 $543

Full Streets - Minor - Non-Striped Review $271 $65

Review Type Review Fee Daily Inspection Fee

LANE 
OBSTRUCTION

Street Lane - Major - Striped Review $407 $32 

Street Lane - Major - Non-Striped Review $136 $32 

Street Lane - Minor - Striped Review $271 $32 

Street Lane - Minor - Non-Striped Review $136 $32 
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Review Type Review Fee Daily Inspection Fee

SIDEWALK 
OBSTRUCTION

Sidewalk - Major - Full Closure Review $814 $48 

Sidewalk - Major - AUX Review $407 $32 

Sidewalk - Major - Partial Closure Review $407 $48 

Sidewalk - Major - Maintenance Review $136 $16 

Sidewalk - Minor - Full Closure Review $271 $32 

Sidewalk - Minor - AUX Review $136 $32 

Sidewalk - Minor - Partial Closure Review $136 $16 

Sidewalk - Minor - Maintenance Review $68 $16 

Review Type Review Fee Daily Inspection Fee

MISC.
 RIGHT-OF-WAY

 WORK

Misc. - Major - Dumpster/Pod - Inspections (Per Day) $48 

Misc. - Major - Non-Specific - Inspections (Per Day) $48 

Misc. - Major - House Move - Review $136 

Misc. - Minor - House Move - Review $136 

Misc. - Minor - Dumpster/Pod - Inspections (Per Day) $32 

Misc. - Minor - Non-Specific - Inspections (Per Day) $16 
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IV. Facility Fees

A facility fee is charged based on the “impact” of the development as determined by the land use of a
project. These fee revenues provide proportionate funds needed to improve thoroughfares and acquire
open space to serve the affected area.

There are two general categories of facility fees: Thoroughfare Fees and Open Space Fees

Thoroughfare Fees ** 

Thoroughfare fees for nonresidential development are based on gross floor area, number of parking spaces required as 
well as number of beds, proposed students and acres for the development. Thoroughfare fees for residential develop-
ments are based on the number of dwelling units proposed.

Thoroughfare Fees

Residential Single Family

Single family less than 1,000 sq. ft. (per unit) $1,364

Single family 1,000 – 1,999 sq. ft. (per unit) $1,620

Single family 2,000 – 2,999 sq. ft. (per unit) $1,798

Single family 3,000 – 3,999 sq. ft. (per unit) $1,934

Single family 4,000 – 4,999 sq. ft. (per unit) $2,042

Single family >5,000 sq. ft. (per unit) $2,184

Multi-family dwellings (per unit) $1,202

Group Living, Social Service (per unit) $504

Commercial

Hotel/Motel (per room)1 $1,715

Retail/Commercial (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross)2, 3 $2,918

Retail uses that include the sale of motor fuels to public (minimum fee, per vehicle 
fueling station) $6,483

Industrial/manufacturing/agricultural (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $2,225
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Industrial/manufacturing/agricultural (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $1,407

Warehouse (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $809

Mini warehousing (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $408

Public & Institutional

Churches/Synagogues (per 1,000 sq. ft.) $1,122

Elementary, Middle and High Schools (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $409

College/University (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $4,478

Daycare facilities (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $3,097

Hospitals/medical care facilities (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $3,553

Nursing Home/Group Quarters (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $999

Cemetery (per acre) $771

Passenger Transportation facility (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $809

Emergency Service facility (per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area gross) $809

Recreational

Golf course (per hole) $5,822

Public parks (per acre)4 $262

Stadiums/coliseums/race tracks (per seat) $101

General recreation/all other (per parking space)5 $273

Footnotes:

1. Hotels or motels which contain any convention or civic center shall, in addition to paying the thoroughfare 
fee based on rooming units, also pay the thoroughfare fee based on general recreation for the civic center 
or convention center. Any other accessory or incidental or accessory use contained within a hotel or motel 
facility shall be calculated in accordance with §10.8.9.3.D

2. For retail uses that include the sale of motor fuels to the public, the fee shall be the greater of the charge 
based on retail square footage, or the minimum per vehicle fueling position listed above.

3. A standard based on square footage excludes heated interior pedestrian walkways within a shopping 
center when all of the following are met:

The shopping center contains at least 3 commercial uses listed in the Allowed Principle Use 
Table in UDO Sec. 6.1.4.
The shopping center may contain more than 1 lot and other uses allowed in the applicable 
zoning district.
The shopping center is at least 2 ½ acres in size.
The shopping center contains at least 25,000 square feet of gross floor area as defined in UDO 
Article 12.2.

a. 

b. 

c. 
d. 
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4. Specialized recreation facilities in public parks shall pay the same thoroughfare facility fee as general 
recreation, and the land areas, including associated required off-street parking, for these specialized 
recreation facilities shall not be used in calculating the acreage of the public park.
5. A standard based on parking shall be levied on the basis of the minimum parking standards in UDO 
Sec. 7.1.2 C not withstanding any exceptions, parking administrative alternatives, specialized vehicular 
parking requirements, vehicular parking reductions, variances, credits nonconformities or any other 
reduction.

Alternative Thoroughfare and Collector Street Fee Calculation

In the event that fee payers believe that the attributable costs for improving the thoroughfare system to serve their new 
construction is less than the thoroughfare and collector street fee schedule, the fee payer may submit an alternative fee 
calculation to the Development Services Customer Service Center based upon the following:

Facility Fee = (ADT) x (% New Trips) x (Trip Length) x (Cost/VMT)
Where: ADT = The number of average daily trip ends of the new construction
% New Trips = The percent of new trips added to the thoroughfare and collector system roadways. The per  
    centage is 100% for all uses except retail uses (62%) and for schools (24%).
Trip Length = Average length of a trip on the major roadway system
Cost/VMT = Net cost per vehicle mile traveled is $136.85, which includes adjustments for double payment   
    credit, debt service credits and federal/state funding credits

If the Office of Transportation Planning finds that the site data used to calculate the alternative facility fee is current, is 
based on full occupancy, is based on generally accepted transportation engineering practices and methodologies, and 
is carried out by a qualified transportation planner or engineer, the alternative facility fee shall be deemed the facility fee 
due and owed for the new construction.

Open Space Fees **

The fee for residential development only is based on the number of dwelling units using the established rate for the zone 
in which the payment is applied.

“SingleFamily Dwelling” is defined as a single-family detached dwelling unit. “Multi-Family Dwelling” is defined as any 
building which contains two or more dwelling units.

Zone 1 Per Unit

Single-Family Dweling $1,385

Multi-Family Dweling $1,031

Zone 2 Per Unit

Single-Family Dweling $1,424

Multi-Family Dweling $1,031

Zone 3 Per Unit

Single-Family Dweling $1,165

Multi-Family Dweling $847

Zone 4 Per Unit

Single-Family Dweling $1,170

Multi-Family Dweling $859
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V. Fees in Lieu

Where the Development Services Department determines that construction of public improvements would 
not be feasible, a fee in lieu may be permitted. In this instance, right-of-way dedication and all necessary 
easements shall be dedicated to the city. Infrastructure construction drawings may be required to determine 
the extent of public improvements and easements.

Street tree fees in lieu are based on cost of materials and installation. The installation category is determined 
by the street type.

Street Trees **

Tree Lawn (Street Tree)
Tree Grate (Urban Street Tree)

$1,832 per tree
$5,475 per tree
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Street Improvement Fee Item

Catch Basins (per side) - per linear foot of street  
5 foot Sidewalk (per side) - per linear foot of street 
6 foot Sidewalk (per side) - per linear foot of street 
Multi-purpose path Installation - per linear foot of street 
30” Curb and gutter (per side) - per linear foot of street 
18” Median curb and gutter (per side) - per linear foot of street 
Storm drain perpendicular to right-of-way1 – per inch of storm pipe diameter per
 linear foot of right-of-way width1 
Storm drain parallel to right-of-way – per linear foot of street 
Clearing and grubbing – per acre 
Common excavation – per cubic yard 
Rock excavation – per cubic yard 
Seeding and mulching – per acre 
Traffic control (both sides of existing streets) – per linear foot 
Erosion control – per linear foot 
Paint striping – per linear foot 
Guardrail – per linear foot 

Retaining Wall Installation **

Keystone brick – per square foot 
Pour-in-place – per cubic yard 
Traffic signal upgrade – wood pole to metal pole - per pole 
Traffic signal relocation – per corner 
Fire hydrant relocation – each 
Water meter relocation – each 
Utility pole relocation – each 
Backflow and vault relocation – each 

Paving  **

Asphalt (Surface Layer) per square yard-inch 
Asphalt (Binder Layer) per square yard-inch 
Asphalt (Base Layer) per square yard-inch 
Paving stone (ABC) per square yard-inch 
Mobilization         4% of construction costs
Design & inspection       15% of all project costs except right-of-way and slope easements

$17.11 
$14.25
$17.10
$9.88
$12.45
$9.41

$2.02
$7.98
$10,170.70 
$12.45
$60.98
$1,725.39
$14.72
$6.42
$3.66
$27.32 

$19.48
$583.74
$15,398.91
$4,719.06
$1,794.02
$541.44 
$6,488.32
$5,190.65

$2.24
$2.31 
$2.41
$0.55 

VI. Reimbursement Schedule
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Right-of-Way **

Zoning Districts (per square foot)

Residential-1, Conservation Management, Rural Residential, Residential-2 districts  
Residential-4, Residential-6, Manufactured Housing districts     
Residential 10 district          
Residential Mixed-Use district         
Office Mixed-Use, Office Park and Campus districts      
Neighborhood Mixed-Use         
Commercial Mixed-Use, Downtown Mixed-Use and Planned Development districts  
Industrial Mixed-Use, Heavy Industrial districts       

Legacy Zoning Districts (per square foot)

Agricultural Productive, Conservation Management, Rural Residential, Residential-2 districts 
Residential-4, Special Residential-6, Residential-6, Manufactured Home districts  
Residential-10 district          
Residential-15, Residential-20, Special Residential-30, Residential-30 districts   
Office and Institution districts          
Residential Business, Buffer Commercial, Neighborhood Business, Shopping Center, 
Business districts         
Thoroughfare district          
Industrial-1, Industrial-2 districts         
Slope easements in all zoning districts  1/2 the value of the adjoining right-of-way reimbursement

1 If no infrastructure drawings are submitted to the city, assumed size of storm drainage perpendicular to the 
street is eighteen (18) inches. If infrastructure  drawings are submitted to the city, project cost will be based on 
the difference of both the number of cross drainage pipes and the size of those pipes for minimum applicable 
size street for that development and street to be constructed.
2 Paving reimbursement shall be based on minimum city paving requirements.
3 For the Planned Development Conditional Use Overlay District and Master Plans approved by City Council, 
the rights-of-way values will correspond to the highest zoning district (excluding the Thoroughfare District) 
which first permits the primary use or category of use required in the Master Plan adjoining the right-of-way. 

$1.13 VERIFY
$1.23
$1.46
$1.55
$5.03
$8.94
$6.13
$3.34

$1.13 
$1.23 
$1.46 
$1.55 
$5.03 

$8.94
$6.13
$3.34
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VII. Utility Connection Fees

The fee structure for connecting to the City of Raleigh’s utility system may include any of the following 
charges:

Water/Sewer Services Installation

“Tap” fee, city installed  Fee Schedule Ord. No.2017- 685 (Section 8-2039)

Taps may be installed by the City of Raleigh for connection to water and sewer.  Service lines extend from the main to the 
edge of the right-of-way or private property.  This fee is not charged if the tap is installed by a licensed utility contractor.

Size and Type of Service  
 inch water service*            
1 inch water*            
 inch split water service (new service application)        
 inch split water service (existing service application)       
1 inch split water (new service application)         
1 inch split water (existing application)         
4 inch sewer service*           

Fee Schedule Ord. No.2017-683 (section 8-2040)

A licensed contractor must obtain a stub permit for each fire, water and/or sewer service connection to a main      $87

*The city does not install taps across divided roadways, or across roadways/streets measuring 45 feet or longer 
as measured from back of curb to back of curb. When no curb exists, the measurement shall be marked from 
the edge of pavement. Sewer Only Disconnection/Reconnection Fee      $1,409

Capital Facilities

Fee Ordinance No. 2013-179 (Section 8-2092)

In addition to all other charges, prescribed by ordinance or resolution now or hereafter in effect, there shall be a capital 
facilities fee charge for connecting with the water system of the city, either within or without the corporate limits of the 
city, and there shall be a capital facilities fee charge for connecting with the sewer system of the city, within or without the 
corporate limits of the city.  The charges shall be calculated based on the water meter size for the property served by the 
connection. The amounts of such charges to be paid to the city at the time that application for the connection is made 
shall be as follows:.

$2,792
$3,069

$558
$1,150

$951
$1,540
$3,490
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Water Meter Size 
(inches)

Water
(per meter)

Sewer
(per meter)

5/8 $1,492 $1,567

1 $3,730 $3,916

1 1/2 $7,459 $7,833

2 $11,935 $12,533

4 $37,296 $39,165

6 $74,592 $78,329

8 $119,348 $125,327

10 $171,563 $180,157

12 inch and greater Individually quoted by the City of Raleigh

For approved sewer-only connections, the capital facilities fee shall be the 5/8” fee of  $1,567 per 4-inch sewer service 
connection.

Each dwelling, industry or business outside the corporate limits of the City of Raleigh that makes a 
service connection to the city’s sewage system         $200

Sewer Connection Fee Outside City Limits

Water and sewer assessment fees represent a portion of the cost of extending water and sewer mains to serve a property. 
If a property is located inside of the Raleigh city limits, assessment fees become due upon City Council confirmation. 
Otherwise, if a property is located outside of the Raleigh city limits, assessment fees become due upon annexation, 
connection to utilities, or prior to plat recordation. In order to determine if a property is subject to assessment fees, please 
visit raleighnc.gov and search “Assessment Liens.” This information is also available by contacting Revenue Services at 919-
996-3200. If a property is not served by water and/or sewer mains, the developer may be required to extend the mains or 
pay a fee in lieu of assessment as a condition of development approval. For assistance with utility extension requirements, 
contact the Public Utilities Department at 919-996-4540.

Water and Sewer Assessment Fees

Fee Schedule Ord. No. 2017-686 (Section 8-2005)

City Water Meter Installation
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Meter Installation Fee Schedule

A fee is charged based on the size of any water meter installed by the city.

Meter Size (inches) Meter Fee *Not Ready Fee

5/8” $245 $50

1” $323 $50

1-1/2” $470 $50

2” $596 $50

4” $3,345 $50

6” $4,910 $50

6” w/ fire protection $7,510 $50

8” $4,310 $50

8” w/ fire protection $10,030 $50

10” Protectus III $13,381 $50

The AMR Fee is already included in the Meter Installation Fee quoted above. The AMR (Automated Meter Reading) fee 
shall be collected by the city on all new installations.

Not ready fee shall be collected by the City only if the City has attempted to initially install the water meter and determined 
that the water service stub was either not installed to the property or the water service stub not installed in accordance 
with City standards. The *Not ready fee must then be paid to the City prior to the City proceeding to install the meter again 
after the initial failed attempt and prior to any water being provided to the property.

 * Not Ready Fee

Fee Schedule Ordinance No. 2017- 684

New water and sewer accounts are required to pay a $50 Initiation Fee. In addition, all new accounts must pay a $50 
deposit. This connection fee and the deposit will be added to each customer’s first utility bill. Utility Billing Information: 
919-890-3245

$5.00 Delinquency Fee for each water and/or sewer bill paid beyond the due date or 1.5% of the past due balance, 
whichever is greater.

New sewer-only accounts are discouraged and require special approval. Contact the Public Utilities Department at 919-
996-4540 for more information. 

Utility Billing Account Initiation Fee
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Hydrant Deposit            
Per Day             
Per Month            
Per Year             
Consumption Rate (per CCF)           

Hydrant Meter Rental Fees

Per 1,000 gallons          

Septage Disposal Fee

Water design            
Sewer design            
Sewer pump station design         

Water/Sewer Plan Review - Permit Application Fees

Ordinance No. 2017-683 (Section 8-2040)

Base fee             
Projects >2,000 lineal feet, add additional per foot (per foot)       
Sewer pump station inspection (per pump station)        

Ordinance No. 2017-682 (Section 8-2077)
Water and Sewer Minor Mains Reimbursement Schedule

Sewer Main Extension TV Inspection

Item Reimbursement Cost
(per linear ft)

Water Mains

6-inch $40

8-inch $48

Sewer Mains

8-inch $52

10-inch $68

Design & Inspection 10% of construction cost   

$500
$10

$280
$1,500

$6.58

$65

$200
$200
$300

$416
$0.28

$1,400
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Water and Sewer Major Mains Reimbursement Schedule

Item Construction Cost
(per linear ft)

Reimbursement Cost
(per linear ft)

Water Mains

6-inch $40 $0

8-inch $70 $30

16-inch $86 $45

24-inch $158 $117

Sewer Mains

8-inch $52 $0

12-inch $78 $27

15-inch $90 $38

18-inch $115 $61

24-inch $171 $120

Bore

12-inch $194 $0

16-inch $228 $34

20-inch $232 $38

24-inch $251 $54

36-inch $307 $113

Design & Inspection 10% of construction cost    

Fee Schedule Ord No. 2017-687 (Section 8-2094)
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Water

Pipe 
(linear feet)

Services
(each)

Insertion Valve
(each)

Fire 
Hydrants

(each)

Diameter Total Bore and 
Jack Diameter Each Diameter Each Each

6” $98.94 $165.00 3/4” $1,046.44 2” $4,121.00 $4,020.00

8” $102.73 $206.00 1” $1,093.04 4” $7,520.00

12” $125.80 $361.00 2” $5,778.39 6” $9,787.00

16” $168.42 $464.00 8” $12,053.00

24” $177.06 $567.00 12” $16,586.00

Fee Schedule Ord No. 2017-687 (Section 8-2096)

*BY-Pass Pumping Information Missing See Ordinance

Sewer

Pipe (linear feet) Manholes (each) Services

Diameter
Depth

Bore and Jack Diameter
Depth

(Each)
0-16 16+ 0-16 16+

8” $114.45 $153.14 $406.30   4* $3,116.85 $7,285.03 $1,533.80

12” $122.73 $161.42 $562.28 5 $6,800.40 $9,560.08

16” $127.88 $168.61 $918.90 6 $10,787.21 $18,622.83

18” $136.57 $177.31 $1,275.50

24” $164.61 $207.38 $1,604.78
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Appendix A

Building Valuation Data – FEBRUARY 2017

The International Code Council is pleased to provide the 
following Building Valuation Data (BVD) for its members. The 
BVD will be updated at six-month intervals, with the next 
update in August 2017. ICC strongly recommends that all 
jurisdictions and other interested parties actively evaluate and 
assess the impact of this BVD table before utilizing it in their 
current code enforcement related activities.

The BVD table provides the “average” construction costs per 
square foot, which can be used in determining permit fees for 
a jurisdiction. Permit fee schedules are addressed in Section 
109.2 of the 2015 International Building Code (IBC) whereas 
Section 109.3 addresses building permit valuations. The 
permit fees can be established by using the BVD table and a 
Permit Fee Multiplier, which is based on the total construction 
value within the jurisdiction for the past year. The Square Foot 
Construction Cost table presents factors that reflect relative 
value of one construction classification/occupancy group to 
another so that more expensive construction is assessed 
greater permit fees than less expensive construction.

ICC has developed this data to aid jurisdictions in determining 
permit fees. It is important to note that while this BVD table 
does determine an estimated value of a building (i.e., Gross 
Area x Square Foot Construction Cost), this data is only 
intended to assist jurisdictions in determining their permit fees.
This data table is not intended to be used as an estimating 
guide because the data only reflects average costs and is not 
representative of specific construction.

This degree of precision is sufficient for the intended purpose, 
which is to help establish permit fees so as to fund code 
compliance activities. This BVD table provides jurisdictions 
with a simplified way to determine the estimated value of a 
building that does not rely on the permit applicant to determine 
the cost of construction. Therefore, the bidding process for a 
particular job and other associated factors do not affect the 
value of a building for determining the permit fee. Whether a 
specific project is bid at a cost above or below the computed 
value of construction does not affect the permit fee because 
the cost of related code enforcement activities is not directly 
affected by the bid process and results.

Building Valuation

The following building valuation data represents average 
valuations for most buildings. In conjunction with IBC Section 
109.3, this data is offered as an aid for the building official to 
determine if the permit valuation is underestimated. Again it 
should be noted that, when using this data, these are 
“average” costs based on typical construction methods for 
each occupancy group and type of construction. The average 
costs include foundation work, structural and nonstructural 

building components, electrical, plumbing, mechanical and 
interior finish material. The data is a national average and 
does not take into account any regional cost differences. As 
such, the use of Regional Cost Modifiers is subject to the 
authority having jurisdiction.

Permit Fee Multiplier

Determine the Permit Fee Multiplier:
1. Based on historical records, determine the total annual

construction value which has occurred within the
jurisdiction for the past year.

2. Determine the percentage (%) of the building
department budget expected to be provided by 
building permit revenue.

3.

Example

The building department operates on a $300,000 budget, and
it expects to cover 75 percent of that from building permit fees.
The total annual construction value which occurred within the
jurisdiction in the previous year is $30,000,000.

Permit Fee

The permit fee is determined using the building gross area, the
Square Foot Construction Cost and the Permit Fee Multiplier.

Permit Fee = Gross Area x Square Foot Construction Cost
X Permit Fee Multiplier

Example

Type of Construction: IIB
Area:    1st story = 8,000 sq. ft.

2nd story = 8,000 sq. ft.
Height: 2 stories
Permit Fee Multiplier = 0.0075
Use Group: B

1. Gross area:
Business = 2 stories x 8,000 sq. ft. = 16,000 sq. ft.

2. Square Foot Construction Cost:
B/IIB = $161.91/sq. ft.

3. Permit Fee:
Business = 16,000 sq. ft. x $161.91/sq. ft x 0.0075
= $19,429

Bldg. Dept. Budget x (%)

Total Annual Construction Value
Permit Fee Multiplier =

$300,000 x 75%

$30,000,000
Permit Fee Multiplier = = 0.0075

34



35

Important Points
 

• The BVD is not intended to apply to alterations or 
repairs to existing buildings. Because the scope of 
alterations or repairs to an existing building varies so 
greatly, the Square Foot Construction Costs table 
does not reflect accurate values for that purpose. 
However, the Square Foot Construction Costs table 
can be used to determine the cost of an addition that is 
basically a stand-alone building which happens to be 
attached to an existing building. In the case of such 
additions, the only alterations to the existing building 
would involve the attachment of the addition to the 
existing building and the openings between the 
addition and the existing building.

• For purposes of establishing the Permit Fee Multiplier, 
the estimated total annual construction value for a 
given time period (1 year) is the sum of each building’s 
value (Gross Area x Square Foot Construction Cost) 
for that time period (e.g., 1 year).

• The Square Foot Construction Cost does not include 
the price of the land on which the building is built. The 
Square Foot Construction Cost takes into account 
everything from foundation work to the roof structure 
and coverings but does not include the price of the 
land. The cost of the land does not affect the cost of 
related code enforcement activities and is not included 
in the Square Foot Construction Cost.

Square Foot Construction Costs a, b, c

Group (2015 International Building Code) IA IB IIA IIB IIIA IIIB IV VA VB

A-1 Assembly, theaters, with stage 229.26 221.37 216.01 207.16 194.94 189.29 200.61 178.00 171.48
A-1 Assembly, theaters, without stage 210.11 202.22 196.86 188.01 175.94 170.29 181.46 158.99 152.48
A-2 Assembly, nightclubs 179.28 174.08 169.68 162.81 153.48 149.24 157.08 138.97 134.26
A-2 Assembly, restaurants, bars, banquet halls 178.28 173.08 167.68 161.81 151.48 148.24 156.08 136.97 133.26
A-3 Assembly, churches 212.12 204.22 198.87 190.01 178.14 172.49 183.47 161.20 154.68
A-3 Assembly, general, community halls, libraries, 
museums 176.94 169.04 162.69 154.83 141.96 137.30 148.28 125.01 119.50
A-4 Assembly, arenas 209.11 201.22 194.86 187.01 173.94 169.29 180.46 156.99 151.48
B Business 182.98 176.21 170.40 161.91 147.69 142.14 155.55 129.66 123.97
E Educational 194.27 187.38 182.00 173.88 162.37 154.12 167.88 141.89 137.57
F-1 Factory and industrial, moderate hazard 109.64 104.60 98.57 94.77 85.03 81.17 90.78 71.30 66.75
F-2 Factory and industrial, low hazard 108.64 103.60 98.57 93.77 85.03 80.17 89.78 71.30 65.75
H-1 High Hazard, explosives 102.63 97.58 92.55 87.75 79.22 74.36 83.76 65.48 N.P.
H234 High Hazard 102.63 97.58 92.55 87.75 79.22 74.36 83.76 65.48 59.94
H-5 HPM 182.98 176.21 170.40 161.91 147.69 142.14 155.55 129.66 123.97
I-1 Institutional, supervised environment 183.95 177.72 172.57 165.30 152.29 148.15 165.39 136.43 132.19
I-2 Institutional, hospitals 307.93 301.16 295.35 286.86 271.68 N.P. 280.50 253.65 N.P.
I-2 Institutional, nursing homes 213.36 206.59 200.78 192.29 179.07 N.P. 185.93 161.04 N.P.
I-3 Institutional, restrained 208.19 201.43 195.62 187.12 174.39 167.85 180.76 156.37 148.68
I-4 Institutional, day care facilities 183.95 177.72 172.57 165.30 152.29 148.15 165.39 136.43 132.19
M Mercantile 133.57 128.37 122.97 117.10 107.27 104.03 111.38 92.75 89.05
R-1 Residential, hotels 185.63 179.39 174.24 166.97 153.72 149.58 167.06 137.86 133.61
R-2 Residential, multiple family 155.74 149.50 144.35 137.09 124.57 120.43 137.17 108.71 104.47
R-3 Residential, one- and two-family d 145.23 141.28 137.64 134.18 129.27 125.87 131.94 120.96 113.85
R-4 Residential, care/assisted living facilities 183.95 177.72 172.57 165.30 152.29 148.15 165.39 136.43 132.19
S-1 Storage, moderate hazard 101.63 96.58 90.55 86.75 77.22 73.36 82.76 63.48 58.94
S-2 Storage, low hazard 100.63 95.58 90.55 85.75 77.22 72.36 81.76 63.48 57.94
U Utility, miscellaneous 78.63 74.24 69.76 66.20 59.84 55.88 63.23 47.31 45.09

a. Private Garages use Utility, miscellaneous
b. For shell only buildings deduct 20 percent
c. N.P. = not permitted
d. Unfinished basements (Group R-3) = $21.00 per sq. ft.
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Appendix B

Thresholds for Levels & Fee Methodology  
Alterations, Repairs to Existing Structures or Both1  

 
 

Levels are defined by the 2015 North Carolina Existing Building Code.  

¬ Each Level coincides with a fee rate calculated based on an established percentage. 

Alterations, Repairs to Existing Structures or Both  

Level  1 (Renovation) 
 
¬ 503.1 Scope.  Level 1 Alterations include the removal and replacement or the covering of existing 

materials, elements, equipment, or fixtures using new materials, elements, equipment, or fixtures that 
serve the same purpose. 
 

Level  2 (Alteration) 
 

¬ 504.1 Scope.  Level 2 Alternations include the reconfiguration of space, the addition or elimination of 
any door or window, the reconfiguration or extension of any system, or the installation of any additional 
equipment.  
 

Level  3 (Reconstruction) 
 

¬ 505.1 Scope.  Level 3 Alterations apply where the work area exceeds 50% of the aggregate area of 
the building. 
 

 

NOTE:  Alteration Level 1 work that is performed in a work area greater than 50% of the building area is NOT intended to have 
to comply with the additional provisions required under an Alteration Level 3.  

Due to the nature of the work being low impact (e.g. no reconfiguration of space; only replacement of finishes, fixtures 
and equipment), this scope of work DOES warrant the additional safety provisions required under an Alteration Level 3. 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Information	  from	  the	  2015	  North	  Carolina	  Existing	  Building	  Code.	  
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1	  Information	  from	  the	  2015	  North	  Carolina	  Existing	  Building	  Code.	  


